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May this crisis
be over soon!
Bohuslava Šenkýřová
Dear Friends of University of Finance and
Administration and
Confucius Institute!
Roughly a year from
its first issue you are
reading Bulletin No.
3. The first Bulletin was dedicated
to the data and charts illustrating the
growing Chinese economy and developing cooperation between the
Czech Republic and China as well
as the growing ties between the University of Finance and Administration
and China Jiliang University from
Hangzhou. At the end of 2019 the
word “coronavirus” was completely
unfamiliar to the world.
Bulletin No. 2 was issued in the midst
of the pandemic and global coronavirus
crisis. It described the issues the university had to face because of the online
learning ordered by the government,
analysed the consequences of the coronavirus crisis and presented the Chinese
method of “smart quarantine” applied
in Hangzhou and other regions in China.
We had hoped that the following issue

of the Bulletin would be published
under “normal” circumstances both in
the Czech Republic and globally.
In these days in late 2020 we all
know that in the Winter Semester
2020/2021 all schools in the Czech
Republic had to switch again to online learning. Czech economy dropped
by over 10% and the revised budget
deficit is at 12% GDP.
While in the spring the Czech Republic was proud of its low numbers of infected and victims, the
autumn 2020 brought us among
the countries with highest numbers
of COVID-19 cases. China, on the
contrary, seems to be getting back
to normal functioning.
University of Finance and Administration had managed to carry out the
online learning. We communicate
with our students on distance. The
lectures and seminars run as scheduled while the lecturers work on
MS Teams platform either from the
university or their homes with professional equipment at their disposal.
Although all our efforts are aimed at
maximum quality and communication and most lectures are recorded
for the students to have a chance to
watch them later from the university servers, face-to-face learning is
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hard to replace in full. Once we are
allowed to get back to classroom with
students, we are ready.
The issues of and trends in online learning under the current circumstances are discussed in articles written
by the Director of Confucius Institute
at VŠFS, and a Chinse lecturer. The
Director of Confucius Institute also
brings some insight into the development of Czech-Chinese trade before
and in the course of the crisis and provides an outlook in the nearest future.
He believes that it is important to stick
to the free trade principles without
any obstacles for the economies to
overcome the current difficulties.
Professor Vladimír Čechák wrote the
first in a series of articles about Confucius, the ancient China thinker, who
gave name not only to our institute
but to numerous institutes around the
globe as well.
I wish we overcome this crisis soon
and get back to our ordinary professional and personal lives. And our Chinese colleagues could finally get back
from Hangzhou to Prague.
Bohuslava Šenkýřová is the Rector
of University of Finance and
Administration and presides over
the Board of Confucius Institute
at VŠFS
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children), HSK1-HSK6, sinology, etc.
In response to this situation, we have
opened a lot of one-to-one customized courses, which do not rely on
traditional textbooks but choose and
Wang Xin
design teaching content independently
The Confucius Institute according to learners’ language profiat the University of Fi- ciency and personal needs.
nance and Administration in Prague is one of What is missing from online
the Confucius Institutes teaching?
worldwide to carry out The first problem is the lack of perfirst online teaching of sonal contact. Communication across
Chinese. Up to now, it is also one of a computer screen always makes peofew Confucius Institutes that carry out ple feel unreal. We miss encouraging
online teaching of Chinse across the eye contact, a warm hug, an enthusinational borders (teachers in China astic smile, a firm handshake... Apwhile students in the Czech Repub- parently, these common expressions
lic) and across the time difference (7 of affection are much less effective in
hours).
the virtual world.
Second, social functions in the class
are significantly weakened. Virtu“In response to
al space not only distances students
this situation, we have
from teachers but also works as a comopened a lot of
munication barrier between students
one-to-one
themselves, as they miss the chance to

Online Chinese
teaching in the
post-pandemic era

exchange before class, during breaks
and after class.
Third, the application of the
non-verbal behaviour of teachers
is largely restricted, which affects

“The first problem is the lack
of personal contact.
We miss encouraging
eye contact, a warm hug
and an enthusiastic smile.“
the teaching effect to a certain extent. For example, in a traditional
classroom, we like to walk around
while teaching. On the one hand,
we can keep an eye on each student.
On the other hand, it is helpful to
enhance the interaction with students and also activate the overall
learning atmosphere. However,
both, teachers and students can
hardly move during the online class,

customized courses.“
The online teaching of Chinese conforms to the modern trends, and the
characteristics such as flexibility, diversity and fragmentation. It can, to
some extent, better meet the needs
of different learners. The age of the
students of Chinese in our Confucius
Institute ranges from 7 to over 70. In
addition to students at primary school,
middle school and college, there are
also students of Chinese from various
commercial industries. Some learners
have worked and lived in China for
a long time. Learners in our Confucius
Institute have a variety of levels of language proficiency, including YCT (for
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which sometimes results in a lack of
non-verbal exchange and ineffective
communication.
Fourth, teachers and students are restricted from impromptu practising. In
a traditional classroom, teachers and
students can quickly react and practice
with the help of the classroom environment and the usage of the teaching
scenes, such as objects and decorations
in the classroom, people’s appearance,
personal belongings, etc.

Second, in terms of the teaching plan
and presentation design, the selection
of the content and pictures should be
more accurate and interesting; For instance, the teaching order of words
can be adjusted according to the close
relationship between the words. New
words can be strung together into
a story so that students can naturally acquire language in the process of
story-telling.

How can we increase
the efficiency in limited time?
First, to keep students focused persistently, teachers should teach at
a faster pace online than in a traditional classroom. Students get more
easily exhausted to participate in
discussions and try to absorb all
new challenging information in
a 60-minute-long online class, so
the arrangement of teaching content
and the questions should be properly
reduced. More attention should be
paid to increase playful and communicative practice and homework
and to encourage more discussion
and interaction.

“Teachers should keep
interacting with students
through social platforms
such as email, WeChat
and school websites.“

the same time, the repetition rate of
new words and the relevance between
language points should be carefully
considered.
Fourth, online teaching should take advantage of non-synchronous communication tools. Since the time of an online
course was shortened by 1/3 from the
standard length, teachers should keep
interacting with students through social
platforms such as email, WeChat and
learning websites after class to make
the learning going on day by day.
Fifth, because the online courses get occasionally affected by the speed of the
online teaching platform and the Internet,
in addition to ZOOM, the most frequently used platform, Skype and WeChat can
be used as backup teaching platforms.

Conclusion
Third, do not stick to the textbooks. The online teaching of Chinese has
According to the requirements of the opened up a new perspective for ChiHSK syllabus, relevant news reports, nese teachers. It can be expected that
popular scientific essays, humanistic in the future the teaching of Chinese
and historical stories, etc. can be added will achieve rapid development in
to or even replace the texts based on a more diversified form.
the assessment of learners’ Chinese
proficiency, their professional back- Wang Xin is a Chinese teacher at the
ground and personal preferences. At Confucius Institute at VSFS

Why come to VŠFS for Erasmus+ mobility?
Attractive study programs in English and experienced teachers
Multicultural environment and interesting events organized for International students
Friendly and accommodating Erasmus+ team
Prague as the base for trips around Europe
erasmus@vsfs.cz | www.vsfs.cz/en
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students can communicate in real time,
and students can also interact with
each other instantly.
Traditional education is constrained
in the use of multimedia and depends
Jiang Hui
mainly on the teaching materials and
Online education is an contents prepared by teachers before
activity that uses infor- class. Online education is not limited
mation technology to by the conditions of the school and
teach and learn, and may take advantage of various pictures,
as such, it is the inte- sounds, videos and other multimedia
grated phenomenon of forms. It can timely transfer and share
Internet plus education. resources on the Internet. Online eduA computer is a tool and the Internet is cation has more ways to obtain studythe platform of online education. Both ing resources and has higher efficiency.
computer and internet are indispensable. The maturity of the develop- Advantages of online education
ment of computers and the Internet The all-round development of online
directly determines the level of the education enables people to study didevelopment of online education. At rectly at home, on the way to work or
present, wide popularization of Inter- in the work units, so it reduces the cost
net technology and the arrival of 5G of space. Learners only need a comera provide technical support for the puter or mobile phone, they can learn
development of global online educa- everywhere on the Internet.
tion. The global spread of COVID-19 Online education is not subject to time
epidemic accelerated the development constraints, and it does not need to parof global online education.
ticipate in learning on weekdays or at
a specific time. Instead, it can carry
Limitation in space, time
out teaching according to learners’ free
and form
time and truly realize learning at any
Traditional education is limited in space time. Furthermore, the teaching of trato classrooms, reading rooms and li- ditional education is one-time, while
braries. It is also limited in time as re- online education is can be repetitive.
gards to the opening hours specified Students can play online education
by the above places. Online education videos repeatedly to review and conis less constrained by time and space. solidate their knowledge if they don’t
Learners can choose the time and place master a certain knowledge point. Due
to learn at any time and anywhere.
to the constraints of teachers and costs,
Traditional education is centred on the traditional education classes are
teachers and the classroom with more generally large in size, and the teachone-way teaching and less participa- ing content is relatively focused on
tion and cooperation of students. The the knowledge of the general public
teaching method is relatively simple. demand. Online education can provide
Online education is interactive learn- rich and colourful teaching content
ing through the Internet. Teachers and according to the needs of students,

provide customized specialised teaching content, and carry out minority or
professional teaching.
Three forms of online education
There are three forms of online education: recorded lectures provided online,
live lessons and interactive education.
The form of recorded lectures means
that teachers record the video of the
course and upload it to the online
learning platform. Students can study
on the platform online.
Live online education is based on
Internet live broadcast of lessons.
Teachers can interact with students in
real time and answer questions online.
Students who miss the live broadcast
can also learn by playing back the recorded video.
Interactive online education adopts
two-way interactive learning mode
in real time. Teachers and students use
mobile phones or tablet computers as
the media and through video and voice
synchronization they achieve personalized teaching and learning.
The future of online education
Online education is a powerful and
helpful supplement to traditional education. It is the embodiment of educational informatization and modernization, and it promotes international
cooperation and sharing of educational
resources. With the continuous development of information technology and
the Internet, we can expect the rapid
development of online education in
the future.
Jiang Hui, Ph.D. is the Chinese director at Confucius Institute in Prague.
He is an associate professor at China
Jiliang University in Hangzhou, China
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Plan under the Belt and Road Initiative Framework and the Joint Statement on Establishing Strategic Partnerships in 2016. The China-Czech
Round-table Meeting on Economic
and Trade Cooperation was successJiang Hui
fully held in Prague in 2016. The
The worldwide spread
Eighth China-CEE Summit was sucof COVID-19 in 2020
cessfully held in 2019. The space for
has a huge negative
economic and trade cooperation beimpact on global ecotween China and the Czech Republic
nomic growth. To slow
becomes wider and wider.
down and stop the
Due to differences in the statistiglobal economic recescal calibres of customs of different
sion, every country must follow the
countries, the volume of import
principle of the free market, promote
and export trade reported by differtrade openness and strengthen ecoent countries also varies. The trade
nomic and trade cooperation based
data reported by China to the United
on comparative advantages, and thus
Nations are often different from the
ensure trade growth and economic retrade data reported by the Czech Recovery as soon as possible.
public to the United Nations. Since
Because of COVID-19, the trade
1993, the volume of trade between
volume of most countries in the Increasing cooperation between China and the Czech Republic has
world has declined, but the trade China and the Czech Republic
increased significantly. China’s trade
volume between China and the China and the Czech Republic in goods with the Czech Republic
According
to Czechia's
data has
in theincreased.
United Nations
from 1993 toof2018,
the scale
Czech
Republic
Ac-COMTRADE
signed Database,
a memorandum
underhas been surplus for many years, and
cording
to the
data between
releasedChina
by the
standing
toincreased
jointly advance
Belt tothe size of the surplus has gradually
of import
and export
of goods
and Czech
Republic
from US $ the
328 million
Czech
Statistical
Officebyon87August
and
Initiative
in 2015
and175 expanded.
US $ 28.636
billion,
had increased
times. In6,1993,
the Road
Czech trade
surplus with
China was
the total bilateral trade volume be- signed the Bilateral Cooperation According to China’s reported data
million US dollars, but since 1994, the trade with China began to have a deficit, the deficit gradually
in the United Nations COMTRADE
expanded from 16 million US dollars in 1994 to 23.47 billion US dollars in 2018.
Database, from 1993 to 2018, the volFig. 1 Import and export between China and Czechia from 1993 to 2018
ume of import and export of goods
Fig. 1 Import and export between China and Czechia from
between China and the Czech Repub1993 to 2018
lic increased from USD 340 million
30
to USD 16.319 billion, which is a 48IMPCHN
EXPCHN
IMPCZE
EXPCZE
25
fold increase. China was in deficit
with
the Czech Republic in 1993 and
20
1994, but since 1995 it has a surplus.
15
In 2018, China’s surplus with the
Czech Republic reached 7.5 billion
10
U.S. dollars.
5
According to Czechia’s data in the
United Nations COMTRADE Data0
1993 1995 1997 1999 2001 2003 2005 2007 2009 2011 2013 2015 2017 2019
base, from 1993 to 2018, the volume
Year
of the import and export of goods beBillions

tween China and the Czech Republic from January to June 2020 was
14.37 billion US dollars, increased
by 5.8% over the same period of the
previous year, accounting for 8.8%
of the total foreign trade volume
of Czech Republic. At present, the
Czech Republic is China’s second
largest trading partner in Central
and Eastern Europe, and China is
the Czech Republic’s largest trading
partner except for the European Union. For a long time, the friendly relations between China and the Czech
Republic have become an important
driving force for the growth of bilateral trade. In the post epidemic era,
the two countries need to strengthen
economic and trade cooperation to
promote sound and rapid economic
growth of the two countries.

In the 1990s, the scale of cargo trade between China and Czech Republic was small and the growth
rate was slow. However, since 2000, China-Czech cargo trade has gradually grown. Affected by the
global financial crisis in 2008, the scale of trade between the two countries declined slightly. In
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Market share

tween China and the Czech Repub- steel and machinery and imports the export growth rate indicator.
lic increased from USD 328 million mainly oil, natural gas, computers, When the growth rate of the two
to USD 28.636 billion, which is an cars and accessories, and telecom- countries’ exports to each other
87-fold increase. In 1993, the Czech munications equipment.
is much higher than the average
trade surplus with China was 175 China mainly exports electrical growth rate of exports to the world
million US dollars, but since 1994, products, automobiles, mobile over the same period, it indicates
the trade with China began to have phones, clothing, toys, crude oil that the two countries have huge
a deficit. The deficit gradually ex- and natural gas and imports inte- trade potentiality. From 1994 to
panded from 16 million US dollars grated circuits, automobile vehicles, 2018, the average annual growth
in 1994 to 23.47 billion US dollars instruments, meters, etc.
rate of China’s exports to the Czech
in 2018.
The Chinese and Czech markets Republic was 24.78%, and the avIn the 1990s, trade between China have become increasingly impor- erage annual growth rate of exports
and the Czech Republic was small. tant for both sides. The share of to the world was 14.98%. During
However, since 2000, China-Czech China’s exports to the Czech Re- the same period, the average annucargo trade has gradually grown. public in its total exports increased al growth rate of Czech exports to
Affected by the global financial from 0.07% in 1994 to 0.48% in China was 15%, and the average
crisis in 2008, the volume of trade 2018. The share of Czech exports to annual growth rate of exports to the
between the two countries declined China’s in its total exports increased world was 12.73%.
slightly. In recent years, because of from 0.60% in 1994 to 1.28% in From 1994 to 2018, China’s export
the signing of the “Belt and Road” 2018. Although the mutual export growth to the Czech Republic in
memorandum and the deepening of dependence of the two countries 17 years was much higher than the
China-Central and Eastern Europe- is not very high, the two countries average export growth rate to the
aft, electronic
components,
medicalthe
products
equipment,
steel,and
beef,
soybeans,
corn, world, and the Czech Republic’s exan Countries
Cooperation,
cargo andhave
paid more
more
attention
trade
Chinapoultry,
and thewheat,
Czechporktoand
each
other’soil,
market
table oil,
rice,between
cotton, frozen
vegetable
etc. share and co- port growth rate to China was in 11
Republic increased more rapidly operation opportunities.
years higher than its average export
ncreasing
trade
status
than
before.
growth rate to the world. It can be
Growth potential for trade
seen that the markets of China and
ChineseThe
and trade
Czech markets
have
become
increasingly
important
for
both
sides.
The
proportion
becomes more
between China and the Czech
the Czech Republic have become
important
for
both
sides
Republic
an important
source of trade growth
ina's exports to the Czech Republic in its total exports increased from 0.07% in 1994 to 0.48%
in
The Czech Republic exports main- The trade potentiality between the for each country. As the world’s sec. The proportion of Czech exports to China's total exports increased from 0.60% in 1994 to
ly cars and accessories, electricity, two countries can be measured by ond-largest economy, China has
% in 2018. Although the mutual export dependence of the two countries is not very high, the
a huge demand for importing Czech
goods.
Also, with the deepening of
countries have paid more and more attention to each other's market share and cooperation
Fig. 2 The market share of China and Czech Republic
investment cooperation and the exrtunities.
pansion of the cultures and tourism
exchange between the two counFig. 2 The market share of China and Czech Republic
1,40%
tries,
the trade volume between
CZETOCHN
CHNTOCZE
1,20%
China and the Czech Republic will
1,00%
continue to expand, and economic
0,80%
and trade cooperation will be more
0,60%
fruitful.
0,40%
0,20%
0,00%
1994 1996 1998 2000 2002 2004 2006 2008 2010 2012 2014 2016 2018

Year

ge trade growth potentiality between China and Czech Republic

rade potentiality between the two countries can be measured by the export growth rate

Jiang Hui, Chinese director
of Confucius Institute at VSFS
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philosophy, which in ancient China
was not only an “integrator” but “the
motivator” and “the initiator” of the
spiritual (and thus of the real and especially political) life of society.

“Philosophy in ancient China
was not only an integrator
Confucius
but the motivator
and his time
of the spiritual and political
Prof. PhDr. Vladimír Čechák, CSc.
life of society.“
Whenever traditional
European (American)
civilization turned its
attention and interest to China, for one
reason or another, it
encountered not only
the local economy
or politics but also Chinese culture.
Especially in ancient China, mainly from the turn of the 2nd and 1st
millennium BC to the last quarter of
the 1st millennium, during the reign
of the Zhou dynasty (ruled approx.
between years 1027 to 256 BC),
the connection of culture with politics and common social (including
everyday civic) life was very close
(at this stage of the development of
the Chinese society, the term culture
can encompass all manifestations of
the then spiritual life). A discussion
can be held on whether it was primarily culture and spiritual issues
that significantly influenced the political and “real” life of the then Chinese society, or vice versa.
The integration principle of this
spiritual life of the then Chinese society, as it was also in later times and
in other societies (especially since
the 6th century BC till today) was

The Chinese philosophy in its beginnings (similar to Indian or Greek
philosophy) was in many ways based
on traditional mythology, particularly in the early stages of its development it was close to it in the ways
of expression, including e.g. the use
of allegories. The collection of the
oldest Chinese myths is largely contained in the “Classic of Mountains
and Seas” (Shan Hai Jing), with unknown authors, which most likely
dates from the 7th to the 6th century

BC. During the 1st half of the 1st
millennium BC, other books of classical Chinese culture and education
were created, which can be regarded
as a collection or a summary of the
thinking of the time.
The emerging (and still forming)
philosophical thinking (as well as
other parts of the Chinese culture)
undoubtedly reflected the basic development trends and conflicts of
the time, and it is also without doubt
that this “reflection” was always
significantly influenced by different
perspective, i.e. position (or social

“In the historical literature
focused on ancient China
this period is often referred
to as the period of wars and
philosophy.“
activity) of the author. This can be
fully applied to Confucius and his
work, but also to his successors and
interpreters (both at the time and to
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some extent contemporary). The nascent philosophical thinking in the 7th
to 6th BC century in China focused
mainly on the relations of man´s position to the society of the time, the organization of social relations or the
nature of social authority. Today we
could describe this orientation as ethical-social. The Zhou Empire, at that
time the Eastern Zhou Empire, was
going through a process of weakening
of the central power and the associated rise of conflicts between individual
“local” rulers that were increasingly
being resolved through war. That is
apparently one of the main reasons
why most thinkers of the time turn to
the past, to the time where the power
of the central ruler ensured “peace
and order”. Contrary to thinkers of
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the former period, who considered the
“authority ensuring peace and order”
as “given” and unquestionable and
more or less natural, by the end of the
7th century BC we can encounter texts

recognized values constructs a relatively comprehensive system. That is
why in the historical literature focused
on ancient China this period is often
referred to as “the period of wars and
philosophy”. During this period in the
last third of the 6th century and the 1st
“Confucius' intellectual legacy third of the 5th century BC the work
of Confucius (Khung - c´, Khung –
influenced the development Fu – c´), one of the most prominent
of Chinese philosophical
Chinese thinkers not only of his time,
thinking and Chinese culture who´s intellectual legacy influenced
the development of Chinese philofor many more centuries.„
sophical thinking and Chinese culture
for many more centuries, was created.
striving for its rational justification. Prof. PhDr. Vladimír Čechák, CSc. is
This is where philosophy begins to be a former Rector of VŠFS, currently
philosophy. It not only states but also working at the VŠFS Department of
(rationally) argues and justifies. From Regional Development and Public
the previously socially acceptable and Administration.
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